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XBRL Overview



What is XBRL?

• eXtensible Business 
Reporting Language

• “Interactive Reporting” 
for investors and 
analysts

• Standardizes how to 
exchange financial 
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exchange financial 
information

• Semantics

• Validation

• Dynamic extensibility

• Business rules



The SEC Rule Proposal Starts Jan 2009

• Who?  Public Companies on US 
Exchanges

• 12/15/08  – Large accelerated filers with 
public float over $5Billion

• 12/15/09  – All large accelerated filers 
(public float over $700Million)

• 12/15/10  – The rest of public and 
foreign filers (IFRS)
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foreign filers (IFRS)

• What?  Addendum to 10K/Q

• Year 1 – Financial statements & notes 
and disclosures to the financial 
statements (block text)

• Year 2 - Financial statement & notes 
and disclosures to the financial 
statements (detail tagging)

XBRL: the “barcode” 

for business reporting



SEC Mandate – Our Solution

• Opportunity – Customers 
are looking for ways to 
tag their own financial 
statements for direct 
submission to the SEC

• One more reason to 

Hyperion

Planning

Hyperion 
Financial
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• One more reason to 
upgrade to System 9 or 
Fusion Edition V.11

• Do it yourself – don’t pay 
for preparer service

Financial
Management

Hyperion

Essbase



Customer Benefits

• Eliminates re-keying and potential for error

• Improves transparency and investor relations

• Helps with Sarbanes-Oxley audits
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• SEC is more interested in XBRL to help with their 
audits – increasing since Sarbanes-Oxley…but 
without additional staff



New Release Items

• XBRL Module available in Hyperion Reports 7.2.5 and 
System 9 Financial Reporting 9.2, 9.3, 11.1.1 

• Provides a taxonomy mapping feature for any Hyperion 
Report

• New taxonomies can be loaded as they become 
available
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available

• Includes XBRL Text / Tuple support

• XBRL Load / Integration possibilities available as well



New Features

• Support for XBRL 2.1 Specifications

• Schema, context and units now managed from Task 
Menu

• Grouped under menu item XBRL Management

• Previously:  Administration > Schema Manager

• Taxonomy locations (stored in the file system on the 
FR/Reports server):
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FR/Reports server):

• FR: <BIPLUS_HOME>\common\xbrlfiles

• HR: <REPORTS_HOME>\xbrlfiles

• Note – when unzipping a taxonomy, retain the zip file’s 
folder structure.



New Features:  Context

• Context
• Create once and use any where 

within a report

• Assign to columns, cells and text 
objects

• Dialog altered to allow for a user 
friendly name and elimination of 
unit tab (per new 2.1 spec)
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unit tab (per new 2.1 spec)

• The text function to retrieve 
context no longer supports 
unit parameters



New Features:  Unit

• Unit

• Separated from XBRL context. Setup 
similar to context:

• Create, edit and delete unit definitions

• Define once and use any where in a 
report

• Numeric XBRL facts refer to a unit as 
well as context
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well as context

• XbrlUnit text function

• Similar to XbrlContext function. Syntax:  
<<XbrlUnit("InfoType")>> where 
InfoType parameter is unit, unit2 or 
unitOperation. 

• Supported in heading or text cell, but not 
text objects



New Features:  Line Items

• Assign for multiple rows from within dialog

• Quicker and easier to define in a report
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New Features:  Text as XBRL Fact

• Define any text in report as XBRL fact
• For example, assign line item “Income Statement” as title of 

report
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New Features:  Footnotes

• Define XBRL Footnotes

• Associate with grid cell or text object 

• For example, explain how revenue is derived
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New Features:  Tuples

• Assign tuple facts

• Set of facts that exist multiple times in an instance 
document
• For example, names of company officers
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